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EUZKADI DEMANDS JUSTICE. 

0 ("1'01;1.'.1.Z ê •r«  ,  1938,  wits cti (lily of reconsecration to the Basques. 
Wherever t 11('y were----in rebel ¡WJHon8 or concentration  cutni)e, or working as KlaveH with the 
natives in rebel African territory; scattered throughout Europe as penniless exiles, or existing in 

their home country under the iron heel of totalitarian aggression—they spent that day in prayer. For 
it was the second anniversary of the legal Government of Euzkadi—a Government which is the symbol 
of their hardly-regained rights and liberties, lost in  October, 1839. 

But this October of 1938 was not one of rejoicing for the Basques. It is only two years ago 
since their first President, Jose Antonio de Aguirre, standing under the Oak of Gernika, swore an oath 
of allegiance to the large concourse of Basques who were assembled there:—   

" Humbly before God, on this Basque soil, and remembering our ancestors," he 
said, " I swear, under the Oak of 13izkaya, to fulfil my duty with fidelity to the Basque 
people." 
Soon after came the holocaust 1 Euzkadi was ravaged by the rebel forces of hate and destruc- 

tion. Even Gernika, sacred city of the Basques, was laid to ruins in an aerial bombardment which still 
shocks the conscience of Christendom; and few of those who were present in Gernika on October 7, 
1936, are alive to-day. 

It is hardly necessary at this stage to reiterate how the Basques fought and died for their national 
liberty, and how the Basque Government, even despite the savage totalitarian methods which were 
adopted against the people, nevertheless strove to humanise warfare. Nor is it necessary to recall the 
activities of the overwhelming rebel forces which in the end crushed this gallant little people to 
defeat on the battlefield. 

Euzkadi, as a prosperous and happy country, to-day lies in ruins, but no amount of terrorism 
and subjection can kill the spirit of the Basque people. 

Though the Basque Government is in exile, and the Basque people are scattered over the face 
of the earth, the Basque spirit is still a living entity. Over 200,000 of the people have fled from its 
once happy lands, and are living the life of penniless refugees sooner than submit to totalitarian rule; 
while, of those left in Euzkadi, over 40,000 have been subjected to various forms of imprisonment, 
because of their active protest against the Franco ideology, and a large proportion of the remainder 
are showing a stern face of passive resistance to the new régime. 

Franco's control of the Basque Country is nothing more than an armed occupation. The spirit, 
beliefs and ideals of the Basques have only strengthened as a result of the persecution to which the 
people have been and are still being subjected. 

These factors must not be overlooked by the Great Powers who now seek pacification in Spain 
with a view to securing general peace in Europe. It would, no doubt, be a convenient and easy way 
out for the Great Powers to forget the claims of the Basques and the Catalans, and to barter their 
birthright as pare of a general scheme of settlement. 

But if some peace scheme is evolved and forced upon the Iberian Peninsula, a scheme which 
does not take into account the wishes of the peoples; and if, in this scheme, the Basque Country is 
enveloped as an insignificant pawn in the game of power politics, this will mean that the Basque 
Government, the legal controllers of the Basque Country, will become an outlaw body. And if out- 
lawed in this way, they, together with the Basque people, will have no choice but to act as outlaws. 

At a time when war is raging, and  when the Spanish crisis is threatening to undermine the 
peace of the world, this may seem a small factor, unworthy of further thought, but it must be remem- 
bered that the Basques and the Catalans, who represent over a quarter of the total population of the 
Spanish State, will never be content unless their rights are recognised as they have been by the Repub- 
lican Constitution. Peace and stability in the Iberian Peninsula would be impossible if these peoples 
were outlawed and were forced to act as outlaws. 

The world is now suffering the bitter results of the Treaty of Versailles. Future generations 
must not be forced to reap a similar harvest from an unjust peace treaty in the Iberian Peninsula. 

This is a plain statement of plain facts. The problems envisaged in this article need never 
arise if the Great Powers, in their desire to achieve peace in Spain, bear in mind the elementary 
principles of justice. 
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REBEL PLAN TO INVADE  
FRANCE.  

(By a late Commander of the Basque Army).  

France, no doubt, sooner or later, will have to  
bear the brunt of Franco's next big move.  
Directly the Spanish Republic is defeated, Franco 
will put into action a vast campaign which was  

mapped out in detail many moons ago.  
Few people in Great Britain and even France  

appear to realise that a number of eminent stra- 
tegists consider this scheme of invading France  
inevitable. Owing to the conquest of Euzkadi the  
menace to France has been brought appreciably  
nearer.  

The military strategists suggest that the rebel  
General Kindelan has at least two plans for invad- 
ing French territory. The first line of attack will  
probably be the River Adour, with an area of  
10,000 square kilometres, including the towns of  
Bayonne, Pau and Tardets.  

Franco can always count on liberal supplies of  
aeroplanes, guns and men from Italy and  
Germany, so that this triple menace to France is  
now something more than a wild dream. And 
Franco's right-hand man, Kindelan, has had some  
experience of mowing down peaceful villages and  
towns in Euzkadi.  

Another possible line of attack might be the  

River Garonne. In this theatre of operations,  
such important towns as Bordeaux and Toulouse 

 

would come under fire. In fact, Kindelan has 
 

already made up his mind about these vital bases. 
 

" Bordeaux, Toulouse, Bayonne, Biarritz and 
 

Marseilles would be wiped out in a few hours," 
 

he boasts.  
Franco---rather, his German allies--have paid 

 

close attention to the Basque forts near the 
 

French frontier, Do the rebels fear French 
 

aggression, or is it additional proof of the forth- 
coming invasion of France? New batteries have 

 been placed along the slopes of Fuenterrabia and 
 

Cabo lliguer, while further along the coast there 
 

are batteries in Monte Ulia covering the port of 
 

Pasajes (San Sebastian). Defensivo works have 
 also been erected at Bilbao and other place 

 .  
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WHAT FRANCO VICTORY 
 

WOULD MEAN.  

A Franco victory in the Iberian Peninsula 
 would mean :— 

The  triumph of rebellion, aggression  and brutal force over a legitimately elected  
democratic government;  

The constitution of the Iberian Penin- 
sula, under dictatorship rule, as a me nace  to the British Empire and Prance;  

The abolition of the rights and free- 
dom of two races in the Iberian Peninsula  the Basques and the Catalans;  

The preparation of Spain as a new  
centre of revolt and war for the future.  

200,000 BASQUES 
 

IN EXILE.  
It is estimated that over 200,000 Basques have  

left their native land rather than submit to the 
 

degradations of totalitarian rule. To a home- 
loving people like the Basques, it needed great  
courage to leave the homeland, of which they were  

so justifiably proud.  
Since Bilbao was despoiled a year ago, there  

has been a constant exodus of orphaned children,  
business men, young girls, men and women of  

advanced years, limbless soldiers, and peasants— 
two hundred thousand exiles, many of whom  

were forced to leave loved ones behind.  

'Where are the Basque refugees? Families  

have been parted, perhaps never to meet again.  

The father may be in Barcelona, the mother in  
Lranco's territory, while the little ones may be  

in the children's homes abroad.  
The flight  of these 200,000 souls is no longer  
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GJŠRMAN ACTIVITIES. 
 

HE vast fortifications now I)(l111g l!Nt.nb- 
lisll('(1 on  the ()email ntll frontiers have not  
din>;ti}ishud the ettergk'N of tlw Nazis ht their  

favourite var practice ground —Spain.  

Itocor(lillg to reliable reports, an intensive  

scheme of aerial reconnoitring ^ 1a ILOW )11111g con. 
ducted by the famous lerll ► an Condor Legion :  
whieh has its headquarters at the Hotel de Paris, is,  
Burgos. Particular attention has recently been  

paid to obtaining complete aerial r'  lotogrilplas of  
that section of the Pyrenees between Mie Basque  
country and France, \where the German fortifica- 
tions, submarine bases and air-fields  have  recently 
been established.Other activities include the 
taking of aerial photographs before and after  

every bombardment of Spanish towns--a com- 
plete classification being triade of the amount and  
nature of the damage done, the effect upon com- 
munications, etc.  

When the Basques evacuated such towns as  

Durango and Guernica after their aerial bombard- 
ment, German chemists and aerial technicians  

were soon on the spot. A complete study of the  

effects of bombardments was made, the tech- 
nicians even measuring the diameter of bomb  
craters.  

All the results of these investigations are at  

once communicated to the War Staff in Germany, 
which is therefore in the unique position of being  

able to try out new techniques of aerial warfare  

and to judge of their effectiveness by the actual  

results. The great democracies of Europe may  

soon taste the bitter fruits of these experiments.  

Rebel military leaders and their German allies  

in the Basque Country are taking rapid measures  

to consolidate their strategical position on the  

Southern border of France.  

When the French Government mobilised the  

reserves for the manning of the Maginot line, all  

rebel troops on leave in the Basque Country were  

concentrated in villages near the French-Spanish  

frontier. Dynamite experts also were moved up  

in readiness to blow up the frontier bridges in the  
event of a European war. All the frontier was  

placed under the supervision of rebel and German  

officers.  

Great activity continues along the whole  

Spanish-French frontier. Aerodromes in the  

Basque Country are being improved under the  

control and direction of Germans. German and  

Italian 'planes numbering no fewer than thirty in  

each case are now stationed permanently at the  

aerodromes. 
 

It is estimated that the new working schedule  

will have been completed by mid-October. Rein- 
forcements of workers are being brought up  

speedily to work under German direction.  

The most important road linking France and 
 Spain----that which ru ► IH from Paris to Lisbon and 
 (IrOssos the lerene %...1astlue boundary—is to be 
 deviated hear Vitoria so as to widen the local 
 aerodrome to double its present size. 

 

Aerodromes  stretch right across the Basque 
 

territory and, in Gorman and rebel hands, con- 
stitute a strategical' menace to France on her 

 

Southern bonier. These air bases are equipped 
 

with the most modern repair workshops, under- 
ground shelters, and all facilities for the execu- 
tion of modern aerial warfare. 

 

Visits of German officers and other military 
 

experts to the Spanish-French frontier are becom- 
ing more frequent. A Colonel and a Captain in 
German military uniform were seen a few days 

 

ago at Elizondo (Navarra) together with Germans 
 

in civilian dress. They are alleged to be acting 
 

on behalf of the German Military Topographical 
 

Organisation at Burgos.  

Considerable activity has prevailed for the past 
 

few months at a number of German ports, notably  

at Bremenshaven, Rostock, Kiel and Hamburg.  

Vessels loaded with explosives have been leaving  
regularly for the ports of Northern and Southern  

Spain.  
At the German ports it is interesting to note  

how carefully these vessels are loaded (writes a  

correspondent). Large wooden cases, with the  

inscription I. G. Farhem, the most powerful  

chemical company in Germany, are hoisted by  

means of powerful cranes to the upper decks of  

the steamers, where they are lowered into the  

holds with such care that it is doubtful whether  

the contents of these eases are just " medical  

products " as labelled. Even the dock labourers  

know that these vessels contain sufficient explo- 
sives to blow up a destroyer or break open the side  

of a cruiser.  
How long is Germany to be allowed to use  

Basque and Spanish ports as arsenals, and so pre- 
pare for a rear attack in the next war?  

Ninety per cent. of the foreign ships now calling  

at the Basque ports of Bilbao and Pasajes are of  

German nationality. Information obtained from  

these ports show increased activity, many of the  

German ships now being loaded with cement, pre- 
sumed to be destined for German fortifications on  

the Rhine. This is yet another example of  

Germany's method of having her debts paid by  

Franco from the resources of the Basque Country.  

Spanish exports to Germany, valued at 20 
millionp esetas during 1936, have now increased 
to 50 millions a year, According to Diario  Vasco, 

 

San Sebastian.  
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BRUTAL TREATMENT OF BASQUE 
 

PRISONERS.  
are strapped to their backs and must be 

ke  t there %vhile at work and even whe n  they  11e down 
 to sleep. 

Basque prisoners are also " advised," und
er threat, to 	volunteer 	as riflemen in the rebe

er
l legions. Many of them, exhausted with suff- ing, have gone to the front under this system of  virtual compulsion.  

Similar callousness has been shown i n  the  
treatment of the 8,000 Basque prisoners who were 
transferred from Euzkadi to prisons to Southern  
Spain and the African Spanish Colonies. Accord. 
ing to reliable information, many of them were 

 

suffering from typhoid fever, yet, despite medical 
 

advice to their guards, they were transported with  
the rest in cargo wagons, travelling in this con- 
dition for three days without food or medicine. 

 

Some of them died on the way and others after 
 

their arrival at Seville.  
It is known that some of the Basque prisoners 

 

for whose continued imprisonment no justifiable 
 

reason could be found were set free, but as they 
 

were " marked " by the rebels for permanent  

persecution, they were again arrested by the " free  

patrols " of the phalangists, thrown into cells and  

beaten. Many became seriously ill, but without  

exception all were sent to penitentiaries in  

Southern Spain.  
One example of the inevitable fate of prisoners  

in rebel hands may suffice—the case of Father  

Lahnertia, ti Basque priest, who died two weeks  

ago at the lunatic asylum of Santa Agueda  

(Gipiizkoa).  
Father Lahuertaa was condemned and impri- 

soned by the rebel authorities because he had been  

Cllaal)laliII to the " (lortlexola " Basque Battalion  

during the war in the Basque Country.  

It is revealed that (luring his incarceration he  
suffered Knelt mental azul physical torturt) at the  

hands of the gttlartls, that his mind became u.•  
hinged. At last 110 %Val` transferred to the lunatic  

IIHY(11111 •  «• inert% het diva.  

battalions and concentrat ion camps is still forth- 
coming and reveals the inhuman character of 
Frauco's methods and his denial of international  

law as it relates to prisoners of war. 	
fore©d At the slightest pretest, prisoners are 

to carry  loads of 50 kilogrammes (102 lbs.), which 

UNQUL  NCSABLL SPIRIT  
OF  

BASQUE DEMOCRACY. 
The spirit of democracy is inborn in the  

Basques. It is one of the strongest characteristics  

of the race.  
Disciplined and respectful to authority, pro- 

vided that such authority has been freely elected  

by the people, the Basque revolts against any 
authority imposed upon him and will reject it with  
all his strength. Racial intuition and an age-old  

democratic tradition causes the Basque to feel  
that subjection to a non-democratic authority  

robs him of his birthright and his honour. He is  

fully conscious of his well-proved capacity for self- 
government.  

When at the early stage of the civil war world  

opinion raised the question as to why the Basque,  

without hesitation or doubt, decided to fight the  
Cast an invader, his answer was that his quick  
decision was based on several factors, not the 

 

least important being his traditional opposition to 
 

dictatorships. In General Prime de Rivera t ho 
 

Basque suffered one dictator for seven years. 
 

Although perhaps he was not so oppressive as 
 

actual totalitarian rule has proved to be,  the  
Basque learned a bitter lesson. Tic determined 

 

that it would never happen again, if ltc could  
prevent it by any means in his power. 

 

General Franco rules Euzkadi  to-day in the  
materialistic sense only, and the worst feurH of the  
Basque have been realised. Thousands of Basque 

 

nationals have been shot rnr,rely because limy loti','  
their .'lotherlart(l; all the ancient itltti(Ittc, right.,  and  CuIKtOrr)H have been withdrawn or prohibited.  What have been the resntt, ref ¡hew/ 1t•rrt,rist  
methods against J31ta3(1110 idealism? 	Instead of 

 

securing even cowed support, Is'ra u lt•+i has !nerdy  wilbst& (J the h ŕ tte rest opposition.  
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